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[1456] When deciding on the classification of aerosol mixtures concerning health and environmental

effects, does the propellant have to be excluded?

Yes, the propellant has to be excluded, provided that it does not affect the hazardous properties of the
aerosol mixture and there is scientific evidence available that shows the aerosolised form is not more

hazardous than the non-aerosolised form.

The aerosol bridging principle, set out in Annex 1.1.3.7, requires the aerosol form of a mixture to be
classified in the same hazard category as the non-aerosol form of a tested mixture. The bridging

principle does not apply to the CMR hazard classes.

However, a similar approach should generally be used where methods, other than bridging principles,
are applied for the classification of mixtures, especially for mixtures containing CMR substances.
Where the calculation method includes the propellant, this results in a dilution effect of CMR
substances, which is not in line with the general approach taken in CLP concerning CMR substances
in mixtures. Further, this would not reflect the actual hazards of the mixture, as it is placed on the

market, since the propellant normally evaporates.

It is therefore recommended to exclude the propellant for the identification of health and
environmental hazards of aerosols provided that it does not affect the hazardous properties of the

aerosol.

In practice, this means that, for example, when considering the classification of an aerosol, where the
non-aerosolised form of a mixture contains 1.2 % of a carcinogen (Carc. cat. 2), this should be
included in the classification of the aerosol regardless of the amount of propellant added. So, where a
mixture consists of 33 % propellant and 67 % non-aerosolised form, which nominally would bring

down the concentration of the carcinogen to 0.8 %, the mixture would still be classified.
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